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he Henri Ribiere, the former French deputy, was reportedly sent to Rome by 
Hanadier on 2 Sestember to talk to Giuseppe Saragat with the aim of prow 
moting the following: To. 


de . To reunite, if possible, the Socialist forces of the PSLI 
and the PSI te form one large Sosielist Party for anti- 
Communist works . 


Go Te prevent union with the PSI while it is allied with the 
Soumanistee : 


Se To try to gain PSLI participation in the Go~ornnent. 
Hibiere's migsion for the duration of which he stayed at the French Enbessy 


im Hoss. has been confirmed on essential points as noted in the follering 
report on the relations between the FSLI and the French Socialists. 


te 


1s To understand the present orientation of French focialiom, as repre= 
sented by Guy Mollet, or that directed by Ramadics, it is uscessary 
to review sone of the previous political moves which concern the fore 
mation of the Socielist Party of Italian Workers (FELT), 


ae Lefora the split (in the PSLI) the members of the Guy Mollet croup 
were close friends of the "Ininietiva Socialist.” Soctalistes o Chow, 
they considered similar to themeslves; thir -is proved by the fact 
that when Mario Zagari, Matteo Matteetti and Doctors Solari and 
Libertini went to Paris, they decided to form an Itaio-Freach liai- 
son committes for the game periodical. Zagari, who. was directing 
the iaternationel office of tha PSIUP (Partite Secialista Italiano 
di Unita’ Proletaria) at this time (September 1944), aleo tried te 
devise a means of taking common action on the ooc=sion of the convo= 
cation of the International Sooialist Conference. 
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So Following the split in January 1947, tho reletione between these nde 
herents were modified for a time, and Guy Mollet, Jaan Rous, Yves 
Dachezelles and Marceau Pivert looked with a certain suspicion on 
the Secialiste who had formed the PSLT with Sararots,. Also, Saregat 


CLASSIFICATION. SEGRERGeRTNy, (Re erieiienaliads 


Document No. 


FofMafease 1999/09/24 : CIA-RDP 


AR Lam sc an mann Ye em eee nse 


“<= Approved For Release 1999/09/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001000660001-1 


=. 


40 


Ge 


7s 


85 


9. 


103 


ll. 


Approved For Release 1999/09/24 : cin ROPE2 OUST RRS ul TaN LIDNAA| 


pers 


: ROL 
25X1A2 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP eal 
«FS 


himself and men like hit, such as Andre Philip, Daniel Mayer and Leon 
Blum, wore looked upon with suspicion for the simple reason that it was 
believed that Saragat's attempts were too precipitous and consequently 
doomed to failure within the space of a few monthse 


After the split, the PELI kept their "rench conpenions informed on the 
reasons for the break and on tha development of the new party in Italy. 


Guy Hollet, however, was extremely rigid in regard te all the PSLI Sow 
cialists, and for about three or four nonths even ref ised to enswer the 
letters and memoranda which Matteo Matteotti, in his position of direc~ 
tor of the intornational office of the PSLI sent regularly to the SFIO 
(Section Francaise Interrationale ‘tivriére = French Socialist Party). 


On his part, Saregat did not hositate to continue writing te his per-= 
£onol friends in France, but the only answer he recetred ws "that these 
friends wanted to see the now party prove itself”, “and that they be~ 
lieved thera was need to make every effort to overcona disagreenents of 
& personel character, and restore the unity of the party". 


On the ove of the Socialist Conference in Zurich, the PSLI decided to 
send Matteotti to France in order that he might inform Guy Mollet on the 
specific reasons for the split as well as to make him understend the ob~ 
jectives which the PSLI was hoping to accomplish in Italy by developing 
an autonomous Socialist political line. : 


From thet tine, or at least from "ay 1947, reletions “etween the Ttelien 


_ Socialists of the PSLI end the "rench were restored, : at least friendly 


relations were initiated which today are becoming stronpere 


The French Socialists on the eva of the Socialist Conference in Zurich 
did not hesitate to yarn the Italians of the distrust with wh: ch thoy 
were looked upon by the Trench Socialists, and consequently to :rrearn 
them against any eventual attack. A deleration which-vent to Zur.ch, | 
conposed of Alberto Simonini, Giuseppe Faravoelll, Meticotti and folari, 
ws thus able to present various memoranda, and thanks to the support 
of the French, to be heard by the Commissions 


Above all, the Italians hoped that the French would support their requests 
to be admitted to the International, at least as observers. The request 
would have been srented if a dispute had not arisen between the tw» Fe-neh 
delegates, Salomon Grumbach and Leon Boutbien, in which the former declared 
hinself in favor of Nenni and Basso, havinr been won over by these, while 
Boutbien on the other hand declared himself in favor of the Seragat PSLI 
delegates. This impasse produced a paralysis among the French adherents, 
and resulted inthe exclusion of the Italian members cf the PSLI as simle 
observers in the conferences : 


Nevertheless, this episede helped the Italions to form even closer rela 

tions with the French and on their return to Italy, Latteotti lost no- 

time in informing Cuy Mollet of what had hap:ened and of the anbiruous 

behavior of Grumbach, whom he accused of permitting himself to be deceived 

by tho PSI fusionists. : 
Ce 
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Guy Mollet now took a personal interest in the question and began to 
make detailed inquiries into the events leading to the split in the PSI 
(fartite Socfalista Italiano) which cave birth to the new Socialist 
Party of Italian Viorkers. He was apparently not content merely with 
explanatory correspondence but requested on various occasions that 
Italien delerates of the PSLI come to Paris. 


The orientation of the SFIO in regard to the FSLI eventually changed. 
Jean Itous revenled to members of the "Iniziativa" (in a personal letter 
directed to Zagari, Giuliano Vassalli and Matteotti) the reasons why 
Mollet and the other members of tha party had previously looked with 
distrust on the PSLI. The basic reason was this: While Mollet ws al- 
ways ready to justify the motives which prompted the directors of the 
"Iniziativa" in detaching themselves from the TSIUP, he could never jus- 
tify a Left-wing group such as the "“Inigiativa" becoming united at the 
time of the split with Right-wing elements such as the "Critica Sociale" 
and Saraget. The latter, Mollet had alweys considered an arent of the 
Vatican and of the Americans, 


This revelation is important in the light of what is happening in the 

SFIO today, and in view of the following reports which prove that Mollet 
has always looked on Saragat with hostility. Mollet shows the same hos= 
tility towerd Ramadier whom he considers the French Seragate Such an ‘ 
attitude will be reflected in his plan which he is now developing (ace 
cording to the information the FSLI has been able to obtain) in the SFIO 
to make the reformist Right-wine of his party-a distinct minority, by 
Cambatting it until it is impotent. toliet vesirea an tuenc.aces strugels 
vit the pat of the Italians against both Seragat and the "Critica Sociale", 
with whom, however, the directors of the "Iniziative"™ allied shemselves 

at the time of the split. 


However, in view of the lengthy explanations tendered Uollet after the 
Zurioh conference which were bolstered by the facts which Jean Rous brought 
to its attention, the FSLI decided to send always 'mren belonging to the 
"Iniziativa Socialista” to France. Consequently, as a vesult of repeated 
invitations, Vireilio, Dagnino, Lucio, Libertini, Matteo Matteotti, and 
Vassalli (all of the "Inizistiva") wont to Paris for various meetings and 
conferences, and evertually succeeded in reingratiatine themselves with 
Lollet and the others, thereby effecting the reestablisiment of relations 
between the PSLI and the SFIO. 


The PSLI emissaries found an open defender in Marceau Pivert, who urged 
Mollet to disomm and withdraw his official epproval of the BassowTerni 
Perty, and give it to the PSLI. It was actually Pivert rather than Guy 
Lollet who insisted on maintainine relations with the Ttel jans, and faci- 
iitated their trips to aris. From Pivert came the formal pr:nise that 
the SYIO would support the PSLI rather than the PSI at the next conference 
of the Internatione]l in Decenber. 


The definitive resolution of this change was the disavowal of Grumbach's 

work, which was judged harmful to the Farty and as a result of which Grum 
bach wos stripped of all authority in the Perty's International political 
program, cortrol of vhich was assured by Boutbien, the friend of the PSLI. 
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When the Socialist Congress was held at Lyons, Nemi's deputy Basso 
was surprised to find an unexpected guest in the person of Virgilio 
Dagnino, who had been sent by the PSLI on the invitation of tha French, 
and set at the President's table. Pivert made a vigorous speech in 
full session against the Nenni followers, favoring the FULT saying 
that the latter was composed of trie Socialist and inter iwtionalistss 
Following this specch, statements by: Guy Mollet (nttribused to the 
imtervention from Paris of Corrado Sonfantini, editor of the Turin 
Mondo Nuove) resulted in formal statements of adherence in favor of 
the PSLI. 


In spite of the present day attitude of the £FIO toward “he PSLI 2 or 
rather, towsrd the men of the "Iniziativa Socialista", i: is still 
neceasary to examine the behind-the-soene facts which explain this 
excessive sympathy of Guy Mollet's and his friends for the nev So- 
Cialist Party. The truth of the matter is that Mollet is using the 
PSLI to sharpen his dealings withthe faction led by Ramacier, which 
he is knom to opposes 


For this reason, it is necessary to insert several episodes which ex- 
Plain among other things the disavowal of Grumbach (who belongs to the 
reform group), and the fight which Mollet is waging ageinst Ramadier, | 


It mist be noted that while Guy Mollet has completely revorsed his po- 
sition visea-vigs the PSLI, the right wine members of the SIO have not 
done likewise. They accuse Guy Mollet of wishing (by such maneuvers) 

to work on an international plan for the esteblishment of a strong awto= 
nomous left wing croup, from which reforrists and social democratic ele~ 
nents would be excluded. This lone«term strategy of Mollet's is report- 
edly at the bottom of his excessive sympathy for the P&LI, or rathor ; 
for the men of the "Iniziativa Socialista". 


In regard to the FSI.I, Remadler is following a program completely dif- 
ferent from Nollet's or that of the Partys While he does not look on 
Saragat with hostility, he is trying in evory way to reunite the IST 
and the PSLI, for he is convinced that this would produce a Party in 
which the Italian Left wine (like that of Mollet) would end up as a 
minority, as they were in the old TSIUP. Ramadier is consequently one 
of those who hope that the Italian factions in direct opposition to the 
Vollet plan, will reunite in one strong Socialist Partye 


It is better for Ramadier, or rather for his olicy, to hive a large 
united Socielist Party which would inevitably be social ¢ =nocratic in 
color, rathor than a larty which is weak, but in which leftist elements 
like the "Iniziativa" could prevail or impose a policy more or less 
sinilar to that of Lollet, who is covisistently intransirest in regard 
to the Gevernment's policye 


To prove this fact, there are two incidents wiich show hey Ramadier 
works diplomatically in regard to the 1SLI, end particulacly to Sararate 
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25. About a week aco Sara~at received a personal letter from Blum and com 
municated the contents to the members of the Directorete. In the letter 
Blum expressed sympathy for the PSLI Socialists and pertioularly for 
Saraget, but at the same tine he urred them to make every effort to res 
store the Socialist Party's unity. The letter naturelly implied that 
he did not in the lrast wish for the return of a new Socialist movernent 
refounded on fusionist rosition, but on Social-denccratic foundation. 


26. A few days after he received this letter, saragat was asked to a con= 
ference with Henri Ribiere, who had bean purposely sent by Ramadier on 
“inportant Tarty and rovernment matters". The conference vas held in 
the Rome Directorate of the PSLT; Seragat and Vassalli, Farty Secretary, 
were presont. The French deputy asked for information on the Italian 
situation, or rather, on the Socialist Parties. 


25X1X 


27. ene Vassalli, quickly told Ribiere of the 

: disputes s existine in the "SI, where there vms a strong faction 
opposing the Bnsso-lienni policy as beine too close to the Conrmunists. 
For a number of personal and professional reasons, and also beacause 
of their timidity, these men havo not been able to mals the present 
PSI Directorate a minority rroup, with the result that the Rasso-lenni 
group blocked every attempt to clarify policy, Because of this, in 
their reletiohs as "good neighbors with the PSI", the PSLI members have 
come to work on a level of personal approaches and relations 2 founded 
on contacts - byt not on a political level. ‘assalli alse nemtioned 
the repeated secret meetings, from which Basso and Henni were excluded, 

_ between Saragat, Lombardo of the VSI, Silone and other PSI delerates 
who were inclined tos ee the two Farties reunited. 


28. Ribiere then said that Remadier considered the Italian situation very 
dangerous, and that the exclusion of both Socialist Farties from the 
government could do nothing but agrravete the situation, It prevented, 
furthermore, a fuller collaboration in the Marshall Plan, a project on 
which the French ond Italian Socialists should have been able to moss 
and find common bases of apreenent, Ribiere then asked shout the 
future of the De Gasperi Government, and if there wore any chance that 
the PSLI might enter it. 


29. Sarazat replied that De Gasperi had sent out feclers for a cabinet rex 
grouping, but that as far as he (Saragat) personally was concerned the 
entry of the ISLI into the government was dependent upon @ conplete 
change of government. Sararat added that he hoped to decide the pro= 
blen at the next Farty conference in nid-Septenber. 


30.6 Yassalli also pointed out in this connection that there were, in general , 
taro stronz factions in the party, one favoring collaboration with, the 
other demanding the exclusion of,the Rirphtist Christinn Denocrats as 
the condition for collaboration. The latter rroup, he said, could broadly 
be identified with the Youth Forces and the "Iniziativa"” croup, among 
whom he also noticed a faction very similar to that of Guy Mollet. 


S31. Ribiere then said frankly that a rapprochment among the Socialists in 
which old polemics and old disputes were forgotten, would be favored 
by Kgmadier and other international Socialists, because a new larty 
unity would give Italy a solidarity of deputies and thus permit her 
to have a sovernvent similer to Paradier's. This type of govcrnrent, 
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he explained, "would enjoy much internetional support", ond if it 
were accomplished in Italy, would strengthen the Ranadier regime, 

_ Which is the tarcat of strong Conrunist opposition, end is not too 
well supported by the directors of the SFIO. 


$20 Vassnlli replied that the PSLT was favorably disposed, in principle, 
to a reunion of Socialist forces » 6nd expressed the opinion that e 
strong united Party would be in a position to attack the problem of 
the forration of a new goverment with a more stable foundation. 
‘Iloviever, a ‘series of difficultics stood in the vay of such an achieves 
ment, amonc which firured the sectarian loyalties of the PSI directors 
who recently preferred to align themselves with the Commmists, rathor 
than with the FSLI, to form a single ticket (Blocco del Popolo) in the 
Rome administrative elections. Vassclli further cited a series of ine 
cidents (as well as of agrressions and violcont acts) through which the 
PSI tried to hamper the activity of the Seragat Socialist Party. 


33.0 Ribiere left, sayine he would report to Ramadier on the Italian siuta- 
tion, He expressed a parting hope and desire thet all obstacles would 
be overcome, and the reunion would occur very shortly, not only for rea» 
sous of internal stability, but also to avoid bronles in the interrational 
collaboration of the Socialist Parties of various countries, 


54. This discussion ws interpreted in different ways by the two PSLI mem= 
bers. Sararat considered it an attempt by Ramadier to institute a 
policy similar to his in Italy, a feet which world strengthen his and 
Saragat's position in the domestic and international field. Vassalli, 
however, considered it a denonstration of the inefficiency of the Ra- 
madier covernment, which realized it was loping ground avery day end 
therefore, sought every support, even from a PSLI Socialist whom it had 
uegiected until a few months apo, and also as a proof of the dissension 
existing between Mollet and Ramidier. 


35. To this episede mst be added the nets which were reported by the’ PSLI 
delerate who wes sent to Enrland and France to inform the Socialists of 
those countries on the Italian situation. Dr. Valerio ‘gostinone, atq 
tache to the VSI International office, and Matteotti, were sent to Ings 
land and France to inform the Socialists of t hose countries on the Ita= 
lian situation and to establish personal contacts with the leading repre+ 
sentatives of Socialism there, 


36. In Enpland Arostinone talked with Denis Healy, International Secretary 
of the Labor Party, and found the Labor Party oxtremely fovoreble to the 
PSLI, although not openly so. Healy expressed the hope that the PSLI 
would not have to enter the government at the moment because they wontd 
ond by playing the Demo=Christian ~ane without guarantees of any linde 
Furthermore, their participntion in the fovermment would compromise the 
possibility of a futuro accord with the FSI Socialista who would remain 
menbers of the opposition, isolated with the Conmunistse 


37s In France, Agostinone spoke with Jean Rous, Pivert, and finally with 
Guy Mollet and received confirmation of the favorable avtitude of the 
SFIO toward the PSLI, an attituce which it intends to maintain. Apos- 
tinone wes also permitted to talk with the members of the SENNA dele- 
gation and met with the same attitude. “leo, Guy Mollet authorized 
Apostinone to report to the Party Secretariat that the FSLI mist divorce 
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itself from reformist ond collaborationist positions and put the poli- 
cies of the parliamontarians end of men like Namadier in the minority 
if they wished to keep the sympathies of the SFIO alive». 


lle also said that he, Mollet, was personally guilty of beine too vacil- 
lating in regard to “amadier and governnental policies, but after the 
conrress of Lyons he intended to put on end to such a policy by piving 
Ramadier a very decisive challenge. Therefore, he intends to call a 
Special Conrress very shortly in which Ramadier will be given these con< 
ditions by the Secretariat: either resign from the rovernment (since he. 
has not respected the decisions reached by the Congress of Lyons) or be 
expelled from the SFIO. ‘he same would be done to the parliamentarians 
who were too favorable to the collaborationism of Ramadier, Hollet fur- 
thor told Agostinone that if this situation came to pass and the SFIO 
secretariat were forced to expel Ramadier ond his followers from the 
party, it would undoubtedly inflict a decisive blow on the party at tho 
electoral level but he and his friends believe that this epuration is - 
necessary to croate, once and for.ll, a modern and determined Socialist 
party in France which wold not be continually hounded by the Iigphtist 
reformers. 


Hollet to1d Arostinone thet he waa perfectly informed on the Italien 
situation and was follotrine the developments of the strugyle within the 
PSLI with interost. Ie also hoped that the eavtonomist Left wing of tho 
"Inigiativa Socialista” vould rein the ascendency over the collabore+ion= 
Zet Right ving. is am hope was that the lef wing of the TSLI would 
show equal courage in extrome circumstances and when it had to make greve 
decisions, and would fnel that it had to support the French morbers in ths 
long-term work. Wollet added in the tall (which was held in the preserge 
of Rous and Fivert) that he was in complete symvathy with “agari » hati 


teotti, and Vassalli to Saragat's Critica Sociale Broup, and his own op- 


opinion was that the PSLI would shortly find itself faced with the seme 
decision that he was forced to take, 


On the problem of Socialist unity, he approved the conduct of the Italian 
Group which intended to co beyond the individual end personal relation=- 
Ships and state the problem in its true political terms in such a way as 
to make it an issue with the masses. Me concluded by saying thet in his 
opinion there was no need of sectarian positions and that he desired to ' 
establish a political platforn of a :tononous and revolutionery Socialism 
in which he could enroll the Left-wing and the “SLI andthe forces of the 
Left, but not the fusionist s who romained in the PSI. This is the state 
of rolotions now existing between the PSLI and the French Sceialists. 1 


_is evident that the conflict between Ramadier and Mollet will eventua? ly 


have its effeots on the future of the Sararat Socialistss 
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